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David Besler 
 

 

I am writing to formally announce my 

candidacy for the upcoming Grievance 

Committee position with 8 years of 

experience in our organization. 

I am fully committed to ensuring that our 
collective bargaining agreement is upheld 
and that every member receives fair, 
transparent, and equal treatment. 

I bring strong communication skills, a deep 
understanding of our contracts/bylaws, and a 
proven track of helping colleagues navigate 
workplace challenges. I would be honored to 
serve as your trusted voice and advocate. 

In Solidarity, 
David Besler 

Joe Slanina 
 

 

My name is Joe N. Slanina, and I have 

been a member of Unifor local 2301 for 

just over 11 years.   

I started off in the original potlines in May of 
2015 and worked in Lines 3 to 5 as a temporary 
Transition worker.  From there, I moved to C-
Casting in October 2015 and that is where I 
remain as of today.  I gained full-time status 
after the Collective Labour Agreement of 2017.  
I became a Union Safety Representative in 2018 
at the encouragement of my coworkers in 
Casting.  Early in 2023, I replaced the outgoing 
dayshift casting area safety rep on an interim 
basis as I was the Casting Alternate.  I’m 
currently still in that role.  In October of 2023, I 
took over as the union co-chair for the Joint 
Medical Placement Committee.  More recently, 
in 2024, I stepped up to help out as a member 
of the Human Rights committee.   Then in May 
of 2024, I was elected to the Union Executive as 
a Trustee.   

Late in 2024, I became a Shop Steward to help 
my cause as a member of the Human Rights… 
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and Joint Medical Placement committees.  
When I was sworn in as a Shop Steward, I 
stepped up to be the Recording Secretary for 
the Shop Stewards Council as it was vacant 
and in need of filling. 

I am campaigning to become a member of the 
Grievance Committee.  I am relatively green as 
a shop steward, but I am hoping that if elected 
to the Grievance Committee it will help me 
become a better and more knowledgeable shop 
steward.  I also believe it has the possibility to 
assist me in my other roles within the Union.  
If elected, I look forward to working directly 
with the Dayshift Shop Stewards to support 
them with their issues and they with any of 
mine.  Thus being able to fulfill the role as best 
possible and get my union brothers and sisters 
grievances resolved. 

My goal is to join the Committee and lower the 
grievance numbers to a somewhat respectable 
number.  Under 10 to zero is the hope, but at 
this time I don’t know if that is a feasible 
expectation.  Cutting the number of grievances 
in half would be a nice start, however.     

Thank you for your consideration and I 
encourage more union members to step up at 
the same time as it is needed now and in the 
future.  Please vote for me if you feel I can do 
what is needed.  With that said if you feel 
another candidate is more to your liking then I 
respect your decision.  I look forward to people 
airing out their “GRIEVANCES” with me 
whether as a member of the Grievance 
Committee or not.     

In Solidarity,  
Joe Slanina 
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Regular Poll 
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ONLY MEMBERS OF THE SHOP STEWARD COUNCIL 

THAT THE UNION HALL HAS A RECORD OF 
MEMBERSHIP ARE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IN THIS 

ELECTION 
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• Elections shall be by secret ballot under the supervision of the 
Election Committee, in accordance with Article 15, Section B, 
Paragraph 5, of the Constitution. 

 

• Each candidate has the right to have one challenger (scrutineer) 
present when the votes are cast and when they are tabulated. The 
challenger (scrutineer) must be a member of the Local Union. 

 

• All candidates must be respectful of each other. Any complaints of 
derogatory acts towards another candidate will be investigated by the 
Local Union Executive Board and may result in the candidate who 
committed the derogatory act being ineligible to run for office. 

 

 

YOUR UNION AT 

WORK! 
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